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Building Up The Church In A Small Town;
God Give Us Christian Homes. His most re-
cent books are | Have Much People In This
City (depicting 125-year history of the
Centerville Church); and These Forty Years (a
biography of his ministry with the Centerville
Church).

He accomplished all these things in life
while at the same time being a loving husband
to the former Judy Johns and father to four
children and six grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to pay tribute to
Paul Rogers today. His dedication and self-
lessness to his community are examples to all
who wish to lead. All the honors and awards
that Brother Rogers has received in his life still
do not do justice to recognize the contribution
this man has made to his community and the
world. Paul will be missed very much by all
who knew him.

TRIBUTE TO MARY RITA TAMAYO

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 6, 2005

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mary Rita Tamayo for her service to
troubled young people in Sonoma County. Ms.
Tamayo passed away in July of 2003 at the
age of 85. On April 17, 2005, Social Advo-
cates for Youth in Sonoma County will an-
nounce the new transitional housing facility in
Santa Rosa—the Tamayo House—to com-
memorate Mary and Jose Tamayo’s contribu-
tions to the community. The Tamayo House
will provide 24 young men and women, who
are aging out of the foster care system, with
a place to live.

Born in 1918 in Kansas to Mexican immi-
grant parents, Mary was raised a devout
Catholic. She moved with her husband, Jose,
from Nebraska to California in 1977 to open a
family owned Mexican restaurant. Husband
and wife co-founded the restaurant La Tortilla
Factory Mexicantessan.

Not only did Mary provide employment op-
portunities and support youth organizations,
but she also encouraged teenagers to com-
plete their education. Her biggest regret in life
was never finishing high school, but she made
sure her five sons graduated from college.

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to honor
Mary Tamayo, whose kindness and generosity
exemplify the best that a person has to offer.
Her commitment to Sonoma County’s youth
population is an inspiration to immigrant fami-
lies and to all of us who care about our com-
munity. She is already missed, but the open-
ing of Tamayo House will keep her memory
alive for generations to come.

———

BROOKLYN CENTER LIONS CELE-
BRATE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF
SERVING MINNESOTANS

HON. JIM RAMSTAD

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, April 6, 2005
Mr. RAMSTAD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to

pay tribute to the Brooklyn Center, Minnesota,
Lions Club, which has served the great City of
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Brooklyn Center and all of Minnesota for 50
years with extraordinary excellence.

The Brooklyn Center Lions Club rose from
humble beginnings a half century ago, with
early membership in the single digits, scrap
drive projects and the purchase of a single
pair of eyeglasses for a needy child. The
Lions Club has now grown to over 70 mem-
bers, who organize projects that shape the
community and better the lives of thousands
of people.

Membership has been strong and growing
over the past 50 years, but only Lion Larry
Roen remains as an original charter member.
Congratulations Lion Roen!

Mr. Speaker, the Brooklyn Center Lions
Club also has the distinction of producing five
District 5M5 Governors over the last 50 years:
Frank Erwin, Bill Legler, Richard Risley,
Thomas Shinnick and Orlander “Ole” Nelson,
each of whom represented the finest Lions
Club tradition of public service to help those in
need.

The Lions gave generously 36 years ago
when they built beautiful Lions Park in Brook-
lyn Center. Their generosity didn’t stop there,
as they later added a fantastic picnic shelter to
the park.

Through the Quest Youth Outreach pro-
gram, which emphasizes drug abuse preven-
tion, community service, education, environ-
ment, health, recreation and service-learning,
the Brooklyn Center Lions have reached out to
three school districts with their important pub-
lic service.

Mr. Speaker, the Brooklyn Center Lions
serve people through many important pro-
grams like Campaign Sight First, Hearing Dog
and Leader Dog. The Brooklyn Center Lions
are also active in the Minnesota Lions Eye
Bank and the Children’s Eye Clinic and Hear-
ing Foundation. Additionally, the Lions sponsor
the Earle Brown Days Parade, one of the larg-
est parades in Minnesota, as well as numer-
ous Halloween parties. The Brooklyn Center
Lions are also active in Boy and Girl Scouts.

Deeply involved in diabetes research, the
Brooklyn Center Lions, with the help of other
5M5 District Clubs, have raised $20,000 for
this important cause.

Mr. Speaker, in keeping with the true spirit
of the Lions’ motto, “We Serve,” the Brooklyn
Center Lions have served the people of
Brooklyn Center very well for 50 years. We
thank them for their service, which they have
performed with pride and distinction. Con-
gratulations, Brooklyn Center Lions, on your
50 years of service!

IN HONOR OF HOUSING OPPORTU-
NITIES OF NORTHERN DELA-
WARE

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE

OF DELAWARE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 6, 2005

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise today to pay tribute to
Housing Opportunities of Northern Delaware,
Inc., an organization that has served on the
front lines of the battle for fairness in housing.
Through their advocacy for equal opportunities
in the sale, rental, or leasing of housing, they
have made invaluable contributions to my dis-
trict. On April 4, 2005, Housing Opportunities
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of Northern Delaware will enjoy their 22nd An-
nual Proclamation Ceremony, marking their
continued commitment to a housing environ-
ment devoid of discrimination.

For 37 years, millions of Americans have
achieved the dream of home ownership under
the auspices of the Federal Housing Act. With
April 2005 designated as Fair Housing Month,
| believe this recognition is especially appro-
priate, and ask that we continue to follow in
the footsteps of this landmark legislation.

Mr. Speaker, once again, | applaud the ef-
forts of Housing Opportunities of Northern
Delaware, Inc. and commend the cause which
they hold so dear.

HONORING POLLY ANN GONZALEZ
HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 6, 2005

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, on March 28,
2005, my community of southern Nevada lost
one of its most outstanding citizens. Polly Ann
Gonzalez was taken from us in a highway ac-
cident, a tragic event that shocked the com-
munity. Southern Nevadans by the thousands
have expressed their sense of loss and their
loving memories of Polly through their e-mails
of condolence, their attendance at memorial
services, and their contributions in support of
Polly’s daughters, Sabrina and Gabriella.

The passing of Polly Gonzalez is a heart-
rending instance of the good dying young, far
too young. In her mere 43 years, Polly at-
tained the highest levels of accomplishment,
both as a newswoman and as an advocate for
people in need.

Polly first earned the reputation as a top-
notch television investigative reporter in north-
ern California, exposing the social and eco-
nomic injustices faced by agricultural workers
and by revealing the growing threat of gang vi-
olence, among other important stories she
brought to light. Honored with an Emmy
Award, Polly moved on to Las Vegas, where
she quickly established herself as one of the
area’s most popular, admired, and energetic
television news anchors.

Polly’s passion for bringing truth to the pub-
lic through her reporting was matched by her
commitment to public service. She established
herself as a most effective advocate for the
advancement of the Latino community and for
the less advantaged. She went beyond the
call of duty to be involved in community orga-
nizations and events, accepting myriad re-
quests for her time, her talent, and her energy
to support the people of the Las Vegas area.

As was stated on KLAS-TV8, where Polly
worked for 10 years, she “always was . . .
standing up for people whose voices might not
have carried as much weight as hers.” She
was a preeminent role model for young
women, whom she showed, “if they put their
mind to it they could accomplish anything.”

Polly’s passing has brought an over-
whelming and nearly unprecedented out-
pouring of emotion from those who knew her
personally or knew her only through her news-
casts. | join all southern Nevadans in mourn-
ing the loss of a great friend, a great
newswoman, and a great contributor to the
building of a community with opportunity for
all. I miss you, Polly, and | thank you, my
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